
 

Special Points of 

Interest: 

 Congratulations to our 

2017 SDSWMA Hall of 

Fame Inductees: 

     - Phyllis Packard 

     - Larry McManus 

     - Carolyn Trautman 
 

 2018 Spring Operator’s 

Workshop will be held at 

the Holiday Inn Ex-

press, Sturgis, SD on 

May 8-9, 2018 
 

 2018 Annual Conference 

and Trade Show will be 

held at the Ramkota 

Hotel, Pierre, SD on 

September 12-14, 2018. 

Biannual Newsletter from the South Dakota Solid Waste Management Association (SDSWMA)         

News Flash 

November 2017 

Congratulations 

SDSWMA 2017  

Scholarship  

Winners: 
 

Tyler Kleinsasser 

Junior SDSM&T, $2,000 

 

Jordan Shannon 

PhD SDSM&T, $2,000 

 

Namita Shrestha 

PhD, SDSM&T, $1,200 

 

Shania Scheidt 

Junior USF, $1,200 

 

Chandra Man Karki 

Senior USD, $800 

 

Julie Willison 

Freshman USF, $800 

2017 Annual Conference & Trade Show 

The 2017 Annual Conference and Trade Show was held at the Ramada Hotel 

in Mitchell, SD on September 27-29, 2017.  A big THANK YOU for everyone 

that participated in this year’s conference to make it a huge success!  Because 

of YOU, $2,636.00 was raised for the Scholarship Program!  If you are inter-

ested in any of the presentations from the conference, please email us at 

sdsolidwaste@yahoo.com.  

   A special THANK YOU to our conference sponsors:  

 

 

 

SDSWMA has a new Executive Director! 

After 13 years as the SDSWMA Executive Director, Carolyn Trautman submitted her 

resignation effective September 30, 2017.  We thank her from the bottom of our hearts 

for all her hard work and her dedication to the Solid Waste industry.  In August, 

Melissa Fahy was hired to be the new Executive Director starting September 1, 2017.  

With this hiring, the office has 

moved from Aberdeen to Sioux 

Falls, South Dakota.   

The new mailing address for 

SDSWMA is:  

 

SDSWMA  

PO Box 89802 

Sioux Falls, SD  57109  

Phone: (605) 216-3256  

email: sdsolidwaste@yahoo.com         Melissa Fahy      Carolyn Trautman 

          (incoming ED)         (outgoing ED) 

https://www.sdswma.org/
mailto:sdsolidwaste@yahoo.com
http://www.jwrinc.net/
http://www.houstoneng.com/
https://www.fleetmatics.com/
http://www.sheehanmacksales.com/
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China dials back contamination restrictions 
November 14, 2017 

 

by Colin Staub  

Sr Writer for Resource Recyling 

 

https://resource-recycling.com/recycling/2017/11/14/china-dials-back-contamination-restrictions/ 

 

China will shift its planned threshold for contamination in scrap paper imports from 0.3 percent to 1 percent, 

seemingly in response to concerns the original proposed limit would be impossible to hit. 

Paper industry research firm RISI reports Chinese officials plan to impose the 1 percent limit starting in mid-

January. Citing unnamed contacts, RISI said the new proposal was announced on Nov. 7 and described it as 

part of a “final determination on a set of rules for recovered paper imports.” Details on the determination have 

not been officially published yet by China. 

Fiber recycling consultant Bill Moore told Resource Recycling he sought confirmation on the 1 percent figure. He 

said it was confirmed as a “very official” figure by Thijs Cox of Netherlands-based Ciparo BV, a recovered fiber 

and plastics trading company. Moore described Cox as a very knowledgeable source on China. Cox referenced 

the figure in a question-and-answer session after a presentation at the 2017 Paper & Plastics Recycling Confer-

ence in Warsaw, Poland last week. 

According to an announcement by the Institute of Scrap Recycling Industries (ISRI), the new decision would al-

so set limits on contamination in plastic bales at 0.5 percent, and it would cap allowable contamination in loads 

of ferrous and nonferrous metals at 1 percent. 

Current standards for scrap paper imports into China note that the weight of “carried wastes,” or contaminants, 

should not exceed 1.5 percent of the weight of the imported waste paper. For plastic, the current limit is 0.5 per-

cent, meaning that acceptable level would remain the same under the new proposal. 

 

 

Reduction draws fire 

The news of changes to the proposed fiber limit comes after several months of uncertainty in that realm. On 

Aug. 10, China’s environmental department published notice of revised standards that made it clear the country 

wanted to get tougher on contamination. For paper, China at that time noted the limit would be moved from 1.5 

percent to 0.3 percent, and plastic would go from 0.5 percent to 0.3 percent. 

The changes drew widespread concern in the recycling industry, as most companies say 0.3 percent is an impos-

sibly low contamination threshold to meet. However, industry conventions have allowed higher degrees of con-

tamination to enter China over the years. 

The stated industry guidelines for contamination of paper entering China “generally varies between 1 percent 

and 5 percent, depending upon the grade of paper,” ISRI writes in its scrap specifications, noting that similar 

levels are found in plastics exports. “These numbers were determined through an open and deliberative process 

within the global recycling community, and reflect manufacturing standards and needs.” 

Industry groups have called for Chinese officials to adhere to customary practices when setting a contaminant 

levels. The National Recycling Coalition (NRC) recently published comments on the import restrictions, noting 

that “through global trade, the allowable limits are set through best practices, and the assistance of standardi-

zation guides.” The ISRI specifications guide is widely used in the recycled materials industry across dozens of 

countries, NRC wrote. 

The fact that existing shipments to China often already break the official contaminant limit means the impact of 

the new restrictions will also depend on enforcement. 

In a recent webinar, Anne Germain of the National Waste & Recycling Association noted there are the official 

Chinese standards, ISRI standards and Chinese buyers’ standards. In recent years, shipments have largely ad-

hered to the buyers’ guidelines rather than the official Chinese government standards, Germain said. 

“The previous standards were not strictly enforced, so the real question is how strictly, even if these are adopt-

ed, would they be enforced,” Germain said. 

https://resource-recycling.com/recycling/2017/11/14/china-dials-back-contamination-restrictions/
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America Recycles Day 

 November 15, 2017 was America Recycles Day!  Here are just a few events taking place across 

the US in November and December.  For a full list of events please visit the following website: 

https://americarecyclesday.org/ 

 
 Inver Grove Heights, Minnesota - Beginning November 15th through January 31, 2018, the City of Inver Grove 

Heights is partnering with ProAct to collect and recycle holiday lights. Stop by the Veteran’s Memorial Com-

munity Center (8055 Barbara Ave) to drop off your holiday lights and electric cords to prevent them from en-

tering the landfill! Between the years 2015 and 2016, we recycled about 120 pounds of holiday lights with your 

help!   

 Roswell, Georgia—Keep Roswell Beautiful is collaborating with Klaasical Music to collect gently used musical 

instruments to give to middle schools within Roswell. Many kids want to participate in music programs but do 

not have the resources for instruments. Many people have musical instruments they no longer need; this is a 

perfect solution.  Examples of instruments needed: violins, flutes, clarinets, saxophones, trumpets, drums, gui-

tars, keyboards, tubas, etc.  Instruments can be brought to the City of Roswell Public Works facility at 1810 

Hembree Road, Monday through Friday, beginning November 1 and ending November 30. Instruments may 

also be brought to the Bulky Trash Amnesty Day on November 18th between 8:00 a.m. and Noon at the ad-

dress above. 

 Beaufort, South Carolina—Beaufort County Public Works hosting an America Recycles Day recycling contest 

and litter pick-up between schools from November 1 through November 30, 2017. The top winner will receive a 

trophy and participants will receive a certificate.  Beaufort County Solid Waste and Recycling will also display 

a middle school student artwork on a billboard. The artwork has a fantastic recycling theme. The County will 

even have the KAB coordinator and Recycling Coordinator making presentations at elementary schools on 

Don’t Be A Litter Bug, Recycle, with a surprise visit from the recycling mascot, Rerun.  

SDSWMA 2017 Hall of Fame Inductees 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

                Phyllis Packard    Carolyn Trautman     Larry McManus 
   (with Bob Iverson & Tim Taggert from the                     (with husband Mike Erickson)                                 (with S/T Mike Erickson) 

                      City of Vermillion) 

https://americarecyclesday.org/
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Kansas City Chiefs to Test Compostable Peanut Bags at Arrowhead 

Stadium 

November 15, 2017 

Waste360 

http://www.waste360.com/composting/kansas-city-chiefs-test-compostable-peanut-bags-arrowhead-stadium 

A collaboration between BASF, Aramark and Hampton Farms will make Arrowhead Stadium in 

Kansas City, Mo., the first professional sports venue to sell a pre-packed compostable peanut bag. 

The compostable peanut bag is part of the Kansas City Chiefs’ environmental initiative, “Extra Yard 

for the Environment,” which is designed to devise and implement new green policies for the Chiefs, 

while also raising awareness for sustainability efforts at Arrowhead Stadium. Debuting at the No-

vember 26th game, the compostable peanut bag will be sold throughout general concessions and in-

seat vending, with the goal of expanding to other areas of Arrowhead Stadium following the pilot 

phase. 

With more than 15,000 bags of peanuts sold in concessions at Arrowhead Stadium each year, the 

Chiefs approached Aramark, the team’s general concessionaire, about finding ways to further ad-

vance the “Extra Yard for the Environment” program and Arrowhead’s waste-diversion methods. 

“With peanuts being among the best-selling snack foods at sports events, the introduction of this 

compostable peanut bag is a potential game-changer,” Carl Mittleman, president of Aramark’s sports 

and entertainment division, said in a statement. “As the Chiefs partner and a food and beverage ser-

vices industry leader, we’re proud to be at the forefront of driving innovative solutions that decrease 

our environmental impact and enhance the game day experience.” 

Aramark asked BASF to draw up a game plan to divert peanut bags from the landfill. Working with 

Hampton Farms, they converted all parties of the supply chain, from the packaging converter to com-

poster, to deliver a compostable peanut bag for Arrowhead Stadium. 

As part of the 18-month developmental process, BASF worked with Missouri Organic Recycling to 

test packaging prototypes to ensure that the final product meets Missouri Organic’s stringent com-

posting guidelines for quality and safety. The end product is a commercially available peanut bag to 

made from BASF’s certified compostable ecovio biopolymer and Epotal adhesive. 

“Over the past few years we have put an increased focus on our sustainability program, Extra Yard 

for the Environment, and have worked to find new, innovative ways to reduce our organization’s car-

bon footprint,” Chiefs Vice President of Stadium Operations Brandon Hamilton said in a statement. 

“We have received tremendous support from our partners, such as Aramark, and have been fortunate 

to work with people and organizations like BASF and Hampton Farms who are dedicated to helping 

us meet our goals. We are excited to unveil this product, as we believe it will have a positive impact 

on our efforts in Arrowhead Stadium and will also spread to other venues to make a positive change 

within the industry.” 

Garbage is the part of your history you don't want your  

family to know about. 

Vik Muniz 

www.brainyquote.com 

http://www.waste360.com/composting/kansas-city-chiefs-test-compostable-peanut-bags-arrowhead-stadium


PAGE 5 MATERIAL MATTERS NEWS FLASH, NOV 2017  

Injury Rate Drops for Collections Workers but Rises at MRFs, Landfills 

November 10, 2017 

David Bodamer—Executive Director of Content and User Engagement 

Waste360—http://www.waste360.com/safety/injury-rate-drops-collections-workers-rises-mrfs-landfills 

 

The United States Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) released its 2016 Workplace Injury and Illness Data, 

which showed a decline in total recordable cases for waste management and remediation services. The num-

bers were mixed when looking at subcategories, but overall the two main associations for the industry were 

encouraged by the results. 

The rate of total recordable cases of workplace injury and illness in the waste management and remediation 

services category fell to 4.0 per 100 full time workers, down from 4.5 in 2015 and 5.1 in 2014.  For solid waste 

collection employees, the rate fell to 5.2, down from 6.6 in 2015 and 7.1 in 2014. In fact, it's the lowest level in 

more than a decade. 

For landfill workers, the rate rose to 4.9 per 100 full time workers, up from 3.5 in 2015 and consistent with 

4.9 in 2014. For solid waste combustors and incinerators the rate fell to 1.0, down from 2.0 in 2015 and 3.4 in 

2014. At materials recovery facilities (MRFs), however, the rate was 6.0, up from 5.1 in 2015 and down from 

8.4 in 2014. 

“For solid waste collection, it’s down year to year, but historically as well. So that’s exciting news,” says David 

Biderman, executive director and CEO of the Solid Waste Association of North America (SWANA). “At the 

same time, there’s an increase in frequency at landfills and at MRFs…. So there’s more work to be done. It’s 

not an opportunity for the industry to rest on its laurels and do a victory lap. We all need to recommit to make 

a safe working environment a top priority.” 

Biderman attributed the lower rate among collections workers to safety initiatives in the industry as well as 

increased automation, which has decreased some of the hazards. But MRFs may need to be an area of focus, 

even if in the long-term view the injury rate is down from peak years. 

"I would say it’s a huge deal that solid waste collection rate went down more than 21 percent in one year," 

says Bret Biggers, director of statistics and standards for the National Waste & Recycling Association 

(NWRA). "For the injuries to go down this much I think is an indication of some of the things we’re doing at 

the association." 

In terms of injury rates at landfills and MRFs, Biggers says NWRA is working on American National Stand-

ards Institute (ANSI) guidelines for safer operation. Nationally, the report indicates a downward trend of in-

cidence rates across all industries, with the total recordable cases for private industry down to 2.9 cases per 

100 full time workers in 2016, down from 3.0 in 2015 and 3.2 in 2014. 

The number of cases that involved lost work days ticked up to 2.6 for the waste management and remediation 

services, which was up from 1.9. While an increase from 2015, it’s a lower rate than previous years.  The rate 

is significant because the cases that involve lost work days are generally more serious cases. 

For solid waste collection, the rate fell from 4.6 in 2015 to 3.4 in 2016. But MRFs made the list of top 25 in-

dustries with the highest rates of injuries and illnesses requiring days away from work, restricted work, or 

job transfer, with a rate of 4.5.  For solid waste landfill, the rate also rose from 2.3 per 100 full time workers 

in 2015 to 3.3 in 2016. 

SWANA says it will be rolling out new safety initiatives in 2018 to provide additional resources for public and 

private sector employers and employees throughout the U.S. and Canada and continues to support “Slow 

Down To Get Around” safety efforts. 

NWRA, meanwhile, has continued its program of safety stand downs, "Safety Mondays," its board of trustees 

has put out a strategic directive to focus on safety in the industry and professional development series events. 

http://www.waste360.com/safety/injury-rate-drops-collections-workers-rises-mrfs-landfills


2017-2018 SDSWMA Governing Board 
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Val Keller, President 

City of Pierre 

PO Box 1253 

Pierre, SD  57501-1253 

Phone: (605) 773-7434 

Fax:  (605) 773-7436 

Email: valerie.keller@ci.pierre.sd.us 

  

 

Ryan Badten, President Elect 

Walworth County Landfill 

12925 SD Highway 1804 

Glenham, SD  57631 

Phone: (605) 762-3316 

Fax:  (605) 762-5304 

Email: walcofl@valleytel.net 

  

 

Mike Erickson, Secretary/Treasurer 

Dependable Sanitation 

PO Box 378 

Aberdeen, SD 57402 

Phone: (605) 225-9316 

Fax: (605) 225-1619 

Email: depsan@nvc.net 

  

 

Larry McManus, Past President 

Tri-County Landfill 

24978 349th Ave. 

Pukwana, SD 57370-9516 

Phone: (605) 894-4535 

Fax: (605) 894-4133 

Email: tclf@midstatesd.net 

  

 

Dennis McAlpine, Vice-President 

Houston Engineering 

6901 E. Fish Lake Road, Suite 140 

Maple Grove, MN  55369 

Phone: (763) 493-6660 

Fax: (763) 493-5572 

Email: dmcalpine@houstoneng.com 

  

  

  

  

OFFICERS 

OFFICE LOCATION 

 

Mailing Address: 

Melissa Fahy, Executive Director 

SDSWMA 

PO Box 89802 

Sioux Falls, SD 57109 

Email: sdsolidwaste@yahoo.com 

Phone:  (605) 216-3256   

  

 

Shipping Address: 

SDSWMA 

5409 W. Darcie Street 

Sioux Falls, SD  57106 

 

Phone: (605) 216-3256 

mailto:valerie.keller@ci.pierre.sd.us
mailto:dmcleroy@siouxfalls.org
mailto:depsan@nvc.net
mailto:tclf@midstatesd.net
mailto:dmcalpine@houstoneng.com
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BOARD of DIRECTORS 

 

Jeff Barber 

Rapid City Landfill 

300 6th Street 

Rapid City, SD  57701 

Phone:  (605) 355-3496 

Fax: (605) 355-3092 

Email: jeff.barber@rcgov.org 

Term: 2015-2018 

 

Todd Langland 

Brookings Landfill 

PO Box 270 

Brookings, SD 57006-0270 

Phone: (605) 693-3667 

Fax:  (605) 693-3653 

Email: tlangland@cityofbrookings.org 

Term:  2017-2020 

Dale Fortin 

City of Huron 

PO Box 1369 

Huron, SD  57350 

Phone:  (605) 353-8542 

Fax:  (605) 353-8544 

Email:  dfortin@huronsd.com 

Term: 2016-2019 

  

Tim Taggert 

City of Vermillion 

25 Center St 

Vermillion, SD  57069 

Phone:  (605) 677-7076 

Fax:  (605) 677-5461 

Email:  timmytaggs@hotmail.com 

Term:  2016-2019 

Dustin Hansen 

City of Sioux Falls 

224 W. 9th Street 

Sioux Falls, SD  57117 

Phone: (605) 367-8166 

Email: dhansen@siouxfalls.org 

Term: 2016-2019 

  

Garrett Williams 

HDR 

8404 Indian Hills Drive 

Omaha, NE  68114-4098 

Phone: (402) 399-1210 

Email: garrett.williams@hdrinc.com 

Term:  2017-2020 

Lucas Hoover 

Helms & Associates 

PO Box 111 

Aberdeen, SD  57402-0111 

Phone: (605) 225-1212 

Fax: (605) 225-3189 

Email: lucash@helmsengineering.com 

Term: 2017-2020 

  

Andy Bruels 

SD DENR - Water & Waste Funding Program 

Joe Foss Building, 523 E. Capitol St. 

Pierre, SD 57501 

Phone: (605) 773-4216 

Fax:  (605) 773-4068 

Email: Andrew.Bruels@state.sd.us 

Term:  2017-2018 

Jay Johnson 

City of Sturgis 

1057 Dudley 

Sturgis, SD  57785-1201 

Phone: (605) 347-3916 

Fax: (605) 347-3516 

Email: jjohnson@sturgisgov.com 

Term: 2015-2018 

  

  

mailto:jeff.barber@rcgov.org
mailto:tlangland@cityofbrookings.org
mailto:dfortin@huronsd.com
mailto:timmytaggs@hotmail.com
mailto:dhansen@siouxfalls.org
mailto:garrett.williams@hdrinc.com
mailto:lucash@helmsengineering.com
mailto:Andrew.Bruels@state.sd.us
mailto:jjohnson@sturgisgov.com

